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€900,000 for  two  add i t i ona l  c o m m u n i t y  n e u r o r e h a b i l i t a t i o n
t e a m s  ( there  w i l l  now be  teams in  4  CHOs in  to ta l )
€1 .7m for  23 add i t i ona l  commun i ty  n e u r o l o g i c a l  n u r s i n g  who le
t ime  equ iva len t  posts  across  the  count ry
Ongo ing  deve lopment  o f  d i sab i l i t y  r e s i d e n t i a l  p l a c e s  
Suppor t ing  schoo l  l eavers  t rans i t i on ing  to  adu l t  d a y  s e r v i c e s  
R e s p i t e  se rv i ces
Suppor t ing  the  j o i n t  w o r k i n g  p r o t o c o l  b e t w e e n  H S E  a n d  T ú s l a  to
suppor t  ch i l d ren  w i th  d i sab i l i t i es
A  d i g i t a l  a n d  a s s i s t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  i n i t i a t i ve  i n  par tnersh ip  w i th
the  Wor ld  Hea l th  Organ isa t ion

€11 .7m to  work  w i th  sec t i on  38 and  39 organ isa t ions ,  HSE and
pr i va te  prov iders  to  c l ear  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  n e e d  b a c k l o g s
€27m to  fund  143 emergency  cases  ar i s ing  f rom COVID-19  
€65m to  address  i n f l a t i o n  i n  d i s a b i l i t y  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  v o l u n t a r y
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  ( th i s  i s  the  d i sab i l i t y  por t i on  o f  the  €100m
package )  

D isab i l i t y  spec i f i c  measures

€109m to  cont inue  a t  ex i s t i ng  l eve l  o f  serv i ce  i . e .  to  ensure  that
peop le  a l ready  i n  d i sab i l i t y  serv i ces  cont inue  to  be  suppor ted  and
that  s ta f f  wages  are  pa id .
 
€29 .25m fund ing  fo r  new deve lopments  i nc lud ing :

The  fo l l ow ing  once-o f f  fund ing  measures :
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P u b l i c  h o s p i t a l  i n - p a t i e n t  f e e s  w i l l  be  removed  fo r  a l l  pa t i en ts
f rom 1  Apr i l  2023 .  
Ex tens ion  o f  G P  v i s i t  c a r d  to  ch i l d ren  aged  6  and  7  by  end
2022 (a l ready  announced  pr io r  to  Budget  but  not  ye t
imp lemented ) .
I ncome l im i t  o f  GP v i s i t  card  i nc reased  to  i nc lude  peop le  on
med ian  househo ld  i ncome o f  €46 ,000 or  l ess  f rom Apr i l  2023 .
€3 .7m to  i nc rease  capac i t y  o f  L a u r a  L y n n  C h i l d r e n ’ s  H o s p i c e .
€ 14m fund ing  fo r  new measures  i n  menta l  hea l th  serv i ces
inc lud ing :                                                              
 € 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 0  f o r  C o u n s e l l i n g  a n d  P s y c h o l o g y  t r a i n i n g  p l a c e s  i n  a
new HSE in i t i a t i ve  

€8 .9m over  two  years  (€0 .9m in  2023 and  €8 .3m in  2024)  fo r
dement ia  serv i ces  i nc lud ing :                                                  
 4  a d d i t i o n a l  m e m o r y  a s s e s s m e n t  and  suppor t  serv i ce  team
R o l l o u t  o f  l e v e l  5  d e m e n t i a  t r a i n i n g  f o r  home care  s ta f f         
 P i l o t  o f  p s y c h o s o c i a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  i n  day  and  res ident ia l  care
D e m e n t i a  s e r v i c e  c o o r d i n a t o r s  i n  each  CHO                                          
6  a d d i t i o n a l  c l i n i c a l  n u r s e  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  dement ia  fo r  acute
serv i ces                                                                                   
6  a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r s  o f  n u r s i n g  f o r  dement ia  i n  menta l  hea l th  
€32 .3m fund ing  fo r  women ’s  hea l th  i nc lud ing :                
 E x t e n d i n g  f r e e  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  to  i nc lude  women  aged  16-30
from September  2023                                                                
€ 1 0 m  f u n d i n g  f o r  I V F  t r e a t m e n t  i n  the  pub l i c  hea l th  sys tem f rom
September  2023                                                   
 R e p a y m e n t s  f o r  m o r n i n g  s i c k n e s s  m e d i c i n e s                    
 F u n d i n g  t o  s e t  u p  a  B r e a s t  I m p l a n t  R e g i s t r y                     
 A d d i t i o n a l  W o m e n ’ s  H e a l t h  H u b s  (Ju l y  2023)  

Ma ins t ream measures

     A p p o i n t m e n t  o f  a  y o u t h  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l e a d  i n  the  HSE 
     € 9 m  f o r  n e w  i n i t i a t i v e s  






D o u b l e  p a y m e n t :  One  o f f  doub le  week  fo r  d i sab led  peop le  and
carers  -  week  commenc ing  17th  October .  
F u e l  A l l o w a n c e :  no  i nc rease  i n  ra tes  o r  number  o f  weeks ,  o n e  o f f
l u m p  s u m  p a y m e n t  o f  € 4 0 0  –  week  commenc ing  14th  November .
L i v i n g  A l o n e  A l l o w a n c e :  no  i nc rease  i n  ra tes ,  o n e  o f f  l u m p  s u m
p a y m e n t  o f  € 2 0 0  –  week  commenc ing  14th  November .
O n e  o f f  € 5 0 0  l u m p  s u m  p a y m e n t / D i s a b i l i t y  S u p p o r t  G r a n t  f o r
d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  ( those  who  rece i ve  D isab i l i t y  A l l owance ,
I nva l i d i t y  Pens ion  and  B l i nd  Pens ion ) .  Re fer red  to  as  Cost  o f
D isab i l i t y  payment  i n  a t  l eas t  one  p lace  –  week  commenc ing
14th  November .
O n e  o f f  € 5 0 0  l u m p  s u m  p a y m e n t / D i s a b i l i t y  S u p p o r t  G r a n t  f o r
c a r e r s  ( those  who  rece i ve  Carer ’ s  Suppor t  Grant ) .  Re fer red  to
as  Cost  o f  D isab i l i t y  payment  i n  a t  l eas t  one  p lace  –  week
commenc ing  21  November .

E n e r g y  c r e d i t :  3  i n s t a l m e n t s  o f  € 2 0 0  –  one  be fore  Chr i s tmas

Cost  o f  L i v ing  One  Of f  Payments

Min i s te r  McGrath  i n  h i s  Budget  2023 speech  sa id  “ i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t
t h a t  w e  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  p e r s o n s  l i v i n g  w i t h  a  d i s a b i l i t y  f a c e
a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t s .  I n  th i s  regard ,  a  once-o f f  payment  o f  €500 to
those  who  qua l i f y  fo r  D isab i l i t y  A l l owance ,  I nva l i d i t y  Pens ion  and
the  B l i nd  Pens ion  w i l l  be  made  in  November . ”  Th i s
acknow ledgement  i s  very  we lcome ,  even  though  i t  i s  obv ious l y
insu f f i c i en t  to  address  cos t  o f  d i sab i l i t y  w i th  a  one  o f f  measure .
 




Social Protection: Cost of
Disability and Poverty
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Core  payments  (D isab i l i t y  A l l owance ,  I nva l i d i t y  Pens ion ,  B l i nd
Pens ion ,  Carers  A l l owance  e tc )  -  € 1 2  i n c r e a s e  ( a n  i n c r e a s e  o f
5 . 8 % ) ,  w i th  p ropor t i onate  i nc reases  fo r  peop le  on  reduced  ra te
–  commenc ing  January  2023.
1 0 0 %  C h r i s t m a s  b o n u s  –  w i l l  be  pa id  week  commenc ing  5th
December .
I nc rease  i n  week l y  ra te  o f  the  qua l i f i ed  ch i l d  i nc rease  fo r
ch i l d ren  aged  12  and  over  by  €2 per  week .
Improved  means  assessment  fo r  Fue l  A l l owance  -  D isab lement
Benef i t  w i l l  be  d i s regarded  in  the  means  tes t  fo r  Fue l
A l l owance .

D o m i c i l i a r y  C a r e  A l l o w a n c e  r a t e  i n c r e a s e  t o  € 3 3 0  –  commenc ing
January  2023.  
D o m i c i l i a r y  C a r e  A l l o w a n c e  w i l l  be  ava i l ab le  i n  respect  o f
ch i l d ren  w i th  severe  i l l ness  o r  d i sab i l i t y  who  rema in  i n  hosp i ta l
fo r  up  to  s i x  months  a f te r  b i r th .  
Improved  means  assessment  fo r  Fue l  A l l owance  –  Ha l f -Rate
Carer ’ s  A l l owance  w i l l  be  d i s regarded  in  the  means  assessment
f rom January  2023.  

Standard  Payments

D isab i l i t y :  

Carers :  
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Employment

The  e a r n i n g s  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  D isab i l i t y  A l l owance  and  B l i nd
Pens ion  w i l l  be  i nc reased  f rom €140 to  €165 ( f rom January
2023) .
R e a s o n a b l e  A c c o m m o d a t i o n  F u n d :  “Ama lgamate  the  four
Reasonab le  Accommodat ion  Fund  (RAF)  g rants  i n to  a  s ing le ,
f l e x ib l e  g rant  w i th  i nc reased  fund ing ” .  €1  m i l l i on  a l l ocated .  






Housing
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€2m increased  fund ing  fo r  H o u s i n g  A d a p t a t i o n  G r a n t s  fo r
O lder  Peop le  and  Peop le  w i th  a  D isab i l i t y  Schemes .
€1m increase  i n  C a p i t a l  A s s i s t a n c e  S c h e m e  fund ing  ( to  €97m
tota l  fund ing ) .  Th i s  scheme i s  des igned  fo r  the  prov i s i on  o f
rented  accommodat ion  fo r  those  w i th  spec ia l  needs  i nc lud ing
d isab led  peop le ,  e lder l y  persons ,  home less  peop le  e tc .  
€ 5 0 0  t a x  c r e d i t  f o r  r e n t e r s  ( per  person  rent ing ,  th i s  year  and
nex t  year )  i n  p r i va te  accommodat ion .  Househo lds  ava i l i ng  o f
the  Hous ing  Ass is tance  Payment  (HAP)  w i l l  no t  be  e l i g ib l e .  
De l i ve ry  o f  1 1 ,830 s o c i a l  h o m e s  and  5 ,500 a f fo rdab le
purchase  and  cost  renta l  homes  in  2023 .
8 ,800 new househo lds  w i l l  be  suppor ted  by  the  H o u s i n g
A s s i s t a n c e  P a y m e n t .
800 new R e n t a l  A c c o m m o d a t i o n  S c h e m e  t enanc ies .



Education 
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Add i t i ona l  370 s p e c i a l  c l a s s e s ,  sp read  across  pr imary  (234)  and
post-pr imary  ( 136) ,  cover ing  approx imate l y  2 ,000 more  ch i l d ren .   
686 add i t i ona l  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  T e a c h e r s  work ing  i n  spec ia l
c lasses ,  spec ia l  schoo ls ,  and  in  ma ins t ream set t i ngs  to  suppor t
ch i l d ren  w i th  spec ia l  educat iona l  needs  (€12m) .  
1 , 194 more  S p e c i a l  N e e d s  A s s i s t a n t s ,  mean ing  that  there  w i l l  be
over  20 ,000 SNAs fo r  the  f i r s t  t ime  ever  · I nc reased  fund ing  fo r
the  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n ,  i nc lud ing  fund ing  fo r
I r i s h  S i g n  L a n g u a g e  T u t o r s .
F r e e  s c h o o l  b o o k s  f o r  a l l  pup i l s  i n  p r imary  schoo l  (€43m) .  
Cont inuat ion  o f  the  E n h a n c e d  S u m m e r  P r o g r a m m e  f o r  a  fu r ther
year  to  m i t i ga te  aga ins t  COVID  l earn ing  l osses  (€20m) .  
Reduct ion  i n  p r imary  c l a s s  s i z e s  to  23 : 1  (370 add i t i ona l  p r imary
teachers ,  €6m) .
Cont inued  investment  to  a l l ow  ch i l d ren  access  to  the  S c h o o l
T r a n s p o r t  S c h e m e .
Fur ther  r e f o r m s  o f  t h e  S e n i o r  C y c l e  a t  post-pr imary  l eve l .

P r imary  and  Secondary  Educat ion
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€30m to  fund  add i t i ona l  c ra f t  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s  a n d  t r a i n i n g
p r o g r a m m e s ,  and  Access  to  Apprent i cesh ip  i n i t i a t i ves  and
apprent i cesh ip  bursary  fo r  under represented  groups .
Fami l i es  earn ing  up  to  €62 ,000 to  pay  no  more  than  €1 ,500
in  t h i r d  l e v e l  f e e s  f rom September  2023 v ia  i nc rease  i n
income l im i t  fo r  SUSI  50% s tudent  cont r ibut ion  g rant .
Fami l i es  earn ing  between  €62 ,000-€100 ,000 w i l l  be
e l i g ib l e  fo r  a  g rant  o f  €500 towards  s tudent  cont r ibut ion
fees  v ia  SUSI  f rom January  2023.
Increase  i n  S U S I  m a i n t e n a n c e  g r a n t s  f rom January  2023.  
Once  o f f  €1 ,000 reduct ion  i n  th i rd  l eve l  f ees .
Once-o f f  doub le  SUSI  ma in tenance  grant  payment  i n
December .  
Once-o f f  i nc rease  i n  Postgraduate  fee  g rant  by  €1 ,000
( f rom €3 ,500 to  €4 ,500) ,  permanent  i nc rease  o f  €500
from September  2023.
Reduced  e l i g ib i l i t y  fo r  s e c o n d  c h a n c e  m a t u r e  s t u d e n t s  f rom 5
to  3  year  b reak  i n  s tud ies  re turn ing  to  pursue  an  approved
course  a t  PLC ,  undergraduate  o r  postgraduate  l eve l  fo r
Student  Grant  scheme .
Inc reased  p o s t g r a d u a t e  a l l o w a n c e .

Fur ther  and  H igher  Educat ion
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Children, Equality, Disability,
Integration and Youth 
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€346m increased  e a r l y  l e a r n i n g  a n d  s c h o o l  a g e d  c h i l d c a r e
fund ing ,  b r ing ing  s ta te  i nves tment  to  over  €1bn  exceed ing  the
F i rs t  F i ve  ta rget  f i ve  years  ear l i e r  than  expected .  Th is  fund ing
inc ludes :                                                                 
 C o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d  C a r e  a n d  E d u c a t i o n  ( E C C E )
P r o g r a m m e  i nc lud ing  €10m add i t i ona l  fund ing  fo r  the
cont inuat ion  o f  the  Access  and  Inc lus ion  Mode l  (A IM)  to  ensure
more  ch i l d ren  w i th  d i sab i l i t i es  can  access  the  ECCE Programme .    
N a t i o n a l  C h i l d c a r e  S c h e m e  s u b s i d y  o f  €1 .40 fo r  a l l  f am i l i es
access ing  reg i s te red  ear l y  l earn ing  and  ch i l dcare  (add i t i ona l
90c  per  hour  reduct ion  i n  cos t ) .  Th i s  w i l l  r esu l t  i n  an  average  o f
25% cut  i n  ch i l dcare  fees  ( cos t :  €121m) .
€37m increased  fund ing  fo r  T ú s l a ,  t o  address  i nc reased  demand
and  comp lex i t y ,  suppor t  the  commun i ty  and  vo luntary  sec tor
funded  by  Tús la  and  o ther  i n i t i a t i ves .  
€6 .4m increased  fund ing  fo r  imp lementat ion  o f  the  W h i t e  P a p e r
t o  E n d  D i r e c t  P r o v i s i o n  a n d  t o  E s t a b l i s h  a  N e w  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
P r o t e c t i o n  S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s .
€2 .4m increase  i n  fund ing  fo r  y o u t h  s e r v i c e s .  

 



Justice 

10DISABIL ITY FEDERATION OF IRELAND

An add i t i ona l  €3 m i l l i on  fo r  the  Lega l  A id  Board  i n  2023 to
prov ide  l ega l  adv i ce  and  suppor t  a round  the  A s s i s t e d  D e c i s i o n
M a k i n g  ( C a p a c i t y )  A c t .
€2 .5m investment  to  suppor t  the  Y o u t h  J u s t i c e  S t r a t e g y .
€9m for  fu r ther  deve lopment  o f  the  D o m e s t i c  a n d  G e n d e r  B a s e d
V i o l e n c e  S t ra tegy ,  i nc lud ing  address ing  serv i ce  demands  and
estab l i shment  o f  a  new s ta tu tory  agency  w i th  respons ib i l i t y  fo r
domest i c  and  gender  based  v io l ence .
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Transport 
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2 0 %  f a r e  d i s c o u n t  fo r  most  pub l i c  t ranspor t  to  cont inue  unt i l
the  end  o f  2023 .
A  Y o u t h  T r a v e l  C a r d  w i l l  be  i n t roduced ,  o f fe r ing  ha l f -pr i ced
fares  to  those  19-23 .
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Rural and Community
Development 
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€10 Mi l l i on  fo r  the  Depar tment  to  p rov ide  s u p p o r t s  t o
c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s  to  dea l  w i th  i nc reased  costs .
€18  M i l l i on  fo r  a  new A g e  F r i e n d l y  n e t w o r k  m o d e l  to  address
soc ia l  connect ions  fo r  o lder  peop le .





